
    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline Extended! 
 We have two BOD seats up for election.  Any 
interested member needs to send a letter/email of 
interest to GVHS Executive Director, Joyce Christian 

by April 1st, 2009.  The election will be conducted 

after this date. 
  Members with an interest in serving as an officer for 
the GVHS - President, Vice President, and Secretary 
should send a letter or email to Joyce Christian by 
April 1st. These positions are open for consideration. 
Officers are appointed by the BOD.   
 

Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day! 

May your thoughts be as glad as the shamrocks. 
May your heart be as light as a song. 

May each day bring you bright happy hours, 
That stay with you all year long. 
For each petal on the shamrock 

This brings a wish your way 
Good health, good luck, and happiness 

For today and every day. 

  

 

 

“Danny” & “Diesel” enjoy a traditional Foxhunt! 
Welcome new members from Over the Top Farm 

in Unionville, Pennsylvania!  

 Susan Hoffman is riding “Danny” (Thistledown 

Sheridan) in the lead, and husband is on “Diesel.” 

 Susan just purchased her 3 year old gelding last 

October and is enjoying his talents! Susan says. 

“He’s agile and handy over our challenging 

terrain, good around the hounds, good with all 

the other horses, and certainly stands out 

amongst all the 17-hand bay thoroughbreds!” 

This picture was taken on a frosty morning in 

Chester County, Pennsylvania, riding with 

Kimberton Hunt. 

Thank you for the picture, Susan! It is wonderful 

to see beautiful Gypsy Vanners being ridden in 

different sports activities! 
 

 

SPENCER IN ACTION! 
 

 
 

Spencer tied for Tampa Driving Trial Champion! 

Pictured with Julie Anthony driving and husband Gregg 

Navigating, Spencer makes a memorable impression in Tampa 

Florida competing with many different breeds of horses!  

It was not long before this competition that Spencer made 

history as the first Gypsy Vanner to participate in a long 

distance event in the Goethe Challenge Endurance ride on 

December 20, 2008. 

 Spencer has been quite busy making a great name for himself! 

Congratulations! We are sure we will be seeing more of 

Spencer in the winners circle many times! 
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High Point Vanner 
 Advantage Youth  

 

 
1. Ariel Folk  & Joy (pictured)  

2. Shannon Sunday  

3. Ellis Barnes 

4. Justin Krause 

 

GVHS 2008 High Point Show Awards 
 

Mr. Bikers Conners NôCo owned  

by Pamela & Michael Litz 
GVHS 2008 High Point Horse 

GVH 2008 High Point Halter Horse 

GVHS 2008 High Point Performance Horse 

 

Odd Job Bob owned by El Brio Vanner LLC 
GVHS 2008 Reserve High Point Horse 

GVHS 2008 Reserve High Point Performance Horse 

GVHS 2008 4
th

 Place High Point Halter Horse 

 

Sterling Sylvia owned by Todd & Leslie Barnes 
GVHS 2008 3

rd
 Place High Point Horse 

GVHS 2008 3
rd

 Place High Point Halter Horse 

GVHS 2008 4
th

 Place High Point Performance Horse 

 

OMFôs Keepsake owned by Michele LeVan 
GVHS 2008 Reserve High Point Halter Horse 

GVHS 2008 5
th

 Place High Point Horse 

 

Paddyôs Dream owned by Derek & Denise Krause 
GVHS 2008 3

rd
 Place High Point Performance Horse 

GVHS 2008 4
th

 Place Performance Horse 

 

GVHS 2008 High Point YOUTH 
 

High Point- Ellis Barnes, Bluffton, Ohio 

Reserve High Point-Taylor LeVan, West Liberty, Ohio 

3
rd

 Place-Shannon Sunday, Pomona, Kansas 

4
th

 Place- Katie Sharp 

5
th

 Place-Wyatt Lepley 

 

GVHS 2008 Top Ten Vanner Advantage 
Winners  
1. Yavenôs Choormoot Oochipe owner Mandy Mondiel 

2. WR Toyôs Joy owner Ariel Folk 

3. Paddyôs Dream owner Derek & Denise Krause 

4. Finnigan owner Todd & Leslie Barnes 

5. Sterling Sylvia owner Todd & Leslie Barnes 

6. Kilkenny owner Shannon Sunday   

& Clononeen Misneach owner Shannon Johnson 

7. Odd Job Bob owner El Brio Vanner LLZC 

8. Phenomenon of Feathered Gold owner Derek & Denise 

Krause 

9. Comanche owner Todd & Leslie Barnes 

10. Two Buck Chuck owned by El Brio Vanner LLC 

 

 

May the Irish hills caress you. 
May her lakes and rivers bless you. 

May the luck of the Irish enfold you. 
May the blessings of Saint Patrick       

behold you.  

 Contact Marla Moore, agent 

Your Gypsy Vanner  
Insurance Specialist 

Equine, Liability and Farm Insurance 
Independent Equine Agents 

10234 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY  40223 

1-800-346-8880 
1-502-245-9698 fax 

www.marlamoore.com 
Licensed in all states. 

 
 

http://www.marlamoore.com/


 

Highlights from our Annual Meeting  
 

Wayne G. Hipsley presented the first of several Gypsy Vanner Horse breed standard seminars for judges as well as interested 

members and breeders.  Ten judges from all over the USA attended.  We had several judges contact us to let us know that 

unfortunately they could not come due to schedule conflicts, however they wanted us to let them know when the next seminar would 

be held as they wanted to attend and become a judge for the GVHS.  We also were pleased that Mary Smith from the USEF could 

join us for the seminar.  We so appreciated her input and suggestions.  Forty GVHS members were in attendance.   

 

Key points from our Annual Meeting: 

¶ It was put to the members present to vote on whether to keep the GVHS Board at seven or reduce to five due to the current size 

of the organization; those present voted to reduce the number to five.  All present were in favor of this change. 

¶ A general election to fill the two vacant GVHS Board positions will be held in March.  Interested members should contact GVHS 

Executive Director, Joyce Christian, via email at gvbandit04@yahoo.com by April 1st. 

¶ The GVHS Code of Ethics was explained.  It must be signed by all Officers and Board members of the GVHS.  It can be found at 

the official website: www.vanners.org 

¶ Two of the judges attending the seminar joined the GVHS, Terry Lewis and Judy Warner.  They will serve as advisors to the 

GVHS Show Committee. 

¶ Mr. Hipsley explained the importance of holding breed evaluations.  We will hold the first of these in late spring or early 

summer.  Those dates and a location will be shared with our membership shortly. 

¶ Everyone in attendance enjoyed viewing the new Mark J. Barrett video about the Gypsy Vanner Horses. We so appreciate our 

member farms that made this video possible. We continue to thank Mark for all of his work that promotes the Vanner Horse so 

beautifully.   It gave some of the judges a chance to see Vanners in motion.   

¶ A Fund Raising Committee was started.  Several ideas were generated to help raise funds; the committee took those ideas and 

have begun their work. 

¶ Communications is something we are working on improving; two members offered their talents to those efforts: Megan Coy and 

Jane Thomas. 

 

Answers to Questions From Members: 

 

¶ Currently we have 272 GVHS members 

¶ Currently we have registered 1402 Gypsy Vanner Horses 

¶ Should any member need a prepared script for a demonstration or exhibit, please contact GVHS Executive Director, 

Joyce Christian.  Ms. Christian has been doing successful demos and exhibits for the GVHS for eight years.  She 

has prepared scripts that she is more than willing to share and also can help personalize it for your particular event. 

¶ The ten judges attending the seminar will compose the list of judges the GVHS will use for its shows.  The list will 

be placed on our website. Each judgeôs qualifications will also be listed.  As other judges complete training 

seminars with Mr. Hipsley they will be added to that list. 

¶ The GVHS is working with other registries to create a set of show rules to be used for open shows.  The GVHS 

representatives working on this project are Barb Snyder and Susan Sunday. 

 

Check out the GVHS Webstore!              
 

This St. Patrickõs Day give your Gypsy Vanner Lover a little Irish gift sheõll love! 
Available in colors of Seafoam, Pistachio,  

Pink, Purple, Red, Stone, Black, Blueberry, Burgundy, Navy, Lt Blue, Lilac, Orange, Dark Red, Turquoise, White 

 .  
Ladies Pique Knit Shirt  

Item # GV420        $40.00 ea 
Classic knit shirt cut more for a ladies shape. Please designate size and color. Sizes XS through XXL. 

 

mailto:gvbandit04@yahoo.com
http://www.vanners.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the President 
òThe Glass Half Fulló 

 
I was recently asked how we plan to fund the initiatives we have in place as well as improve the benefits we 

provide to our membership. Good questions in these interesting times.  One thing I am sure of is there is no 

government bailout in our future. That leaves it up to us to provide the means required. As a not for profit corporation 

it is not unusual to face these situations.  

At our Annual Meeting a Fundraising Committee was established, the goal of which is to identify strategies that will 

help generate some of the monies that are necessary for us to continue to improve. I note that the American Driving 

Society has the ADS Fund. They solicit donations that provide the capital to meet some of their objectives. As we 

review alternatives there are a number of ways we can utilize which we shall implement over the next few months. 

Some of which are Membership and Registration drives, selling of advertising, promotion of GVHS logo materials as 

well as seeking corporate sponsors. As we promote the GVHS it should help all the member farms as well.  There are 

also opportunities for our members to volunteer their time, skills and talents which will help to move us along. . Our 

website has contact information for joining these committees.  

 

The seminar with Mr. Hipsley was highly successful and has generated a good deal of enthusiasm among all who were 

present. As indicated in this Banner we have plans to continue with these events. I take comfort in reading that our 

experiences are not all that dissimilar to what other breed organizations have faced in their development. My belief is 

that as we focus on the positive we will continue to move in that direction. I see the glass half full. The opportunity is 

now. We are the GVHS and as Wayne Hipsley says ñLets Go and Growò.                          Bill Ricci           

 

 

 

 

A Message From GVHS Executive Director, Joyce Christian 
I wish that all of you could have been with us for our 2009 Annual Meeting.  This experience was like a shot in the arm for me.  It 

made all the work and struggles that our organization has been through over the last decade all worth while.  Mr. Hipsleyôs presentation was 

clear, succinct and in keeping with everything we as Vanner owners know and so admire about our breed.  I particularly was pleased that he not 

only noticed, but highlighted the importance and recognition of the Vanner movement.  He recognizes their incredible versatility. 

I also want to share that during this past year several of your BOD members read the work of D. Phillip Sponenberg and Donald E. 

Bixby, Managing Breeds For A Secure Future.  Many thanks to Robin Visceglia for recommending this book.  This work is tremendously 

valuable to us as a young breed organization.  As I read, it became almost like a roadmap indicating the ups and downs that are experienced as 

breeds are recognized and organizations form to protect the breed.  I have to say that they addressed all that we have experienced; as well as 

provided important guidance and advice for a successful future.  Think about the following comments from that book: 

¶ ñBreeds must not only survive the physical environment, they must also survive the political environment of their own breeders.ò 

¶ ñMultiple breed associations serve a breed poorly.ò 

¶ ñGenerally one camp is more inclusive than another.  No single answer fits this dilemma.  Situations do arise in which the more inclusive 

breeders are failing to conserve the breed.  Equally, the exclusive breeders can easily be eliminating animals that rightfully belong in the 

pure breed.ò 

¶ ñUnfortunately, many of the splits occurred between strong personalities that were passionate about the breed, and those are the splits 

most difficult to heal.ò 

¶ ñA Code of Ethics is a common way for an association to convey to its breeders their responsibilities to the breed as well as to the 

association.ò (Please see the GVHS Code of Ethics on our website at www.vanners.org.) 

¶ ñEach member likely has a slightly different priority for the different issues confronting the breedé..deciding which of these individual 

agendas fit within the associationôs job description is difficult and may sometimes be rancorous, but setting agenda priorities is essential if 

associations are to avoid diluting their efforts by attempting to be all things to all people.ò 

¶ ñAssociations, networks, and even individual breeders all benefit from deciding on a purpose for the association.  This is commonly called 

a mission statement.  A mission statement should be a conscious effort to decide the reason for existence of the organization.  Mission 

statements define goals and direct the actions of associations.ò 

 

After reviewing Sponenbergôs work, rereading the above statements and attending Mr. Hipsleyôs seminar I am certain the Gypsy Vanner Horse 

Society is on the right path for the breed.  We have survived infancy and moved into the most difficult second decade of life with all its teenage 

struggles, but we will continue to grow towards maturity because of the horses we love.  We have much work to do.  Our mission is clear as are 

our goals; our breed standard has been clarified and our first judges group has been trained and are eager to serve.  We will hold our first 

evaluation Spring/Summer 2009.  We are developing educational and marketing materials that will help educate the public on the beauty and 

versatility of the Gypsy Vanner Horse. 

 

Our many thanks go to all of our annual members who renewed.  Your vote of trust is recognized and I promise you will not be disappointed.  

We are delighted that you have decided to continue to ñcome and share the dream with us!ò 
 

        Joyce M. Christian,   Executive Director, GVHS 

 

http://www.vanners.org/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GVHS CHAPTER NEWS  

The Great Lakes Gypsy Vanner Horse Club!  

For more info please visit their website at www.greatlakesvanners.org 
Upcoming Shows! 

Ohio Equine Affaire April 2-5, 2009                           The 16th annual Equine Affaire in Columbus 

Ohio, will draw tens of thousands of horse people to enjoy a world-class educational program and extensive trade show, 

as well as an entertaining and informative competition.               

 Visit the GLGVHC members and other GVHS members and their horses on òVanner Rowó in the farm and ranch stabling area.                 

    We have 2 stalls left on Vanner row for the Ohio Equine Affaire in April.  If you want to come and bring a horse or two, and have 
not yet sent in your paperwork let Joyce Christian know right away.                                                                                                     
Also if anyone who has good quality photos (professional quality or close to it) of your registered Gypsy Vanner that you can send to 
Joyce, she is putting together a slide video of photos to music that will play during Equine Affaire.  We have two areas that the GVHS 
is setting up for display.  One on Vanner row and the other in the breed pavilion.  Send them to this email, 
ñinfo@gypsyvannerhorsesociety.org ñ  make sure they are not huge size.  We need photos of horses being ridden and driven 
especially.  We will not be able to give the horse or farm or photographer credits on the video, so be sure it is ok to use the ones you 
send for this purpose.   

 

GVHS Scandinavia NEWS! 
I am Merete Irene Milling from Jylland, Denmark! 

I am very happy and proud to be able to help 

represent the GVHS in Scandinavia. I do my best 

to promote the breed here and hopefully in time all 

of Europe will join. Please feel free to write me, I 

love to hear from people who share my passion for 

these horses!        

E-mail: vanners@mail.dk 

  

 

 South East Gypsy Vanner Horse Club  
Contact Rhonda at bellereidfarm@bellsouth.net 

  

The Canadian Gypsy Vanner 
Horse Club  

www.canadiangypsyvannerhorseclub.com/   

You will find Gypsy Vanners at these 
 upcoming Shows in Canada! 

March 14-16, 2008 

Can-Am Equine 

Western Fair Agriplex 

London, ON 

April 25 -27, 2008 

The Mane Event 

Equine Education and Trade Fair 

Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The North East Gypsy Vanner 
Horse  Club   

For more information contact:  
GVBandit04@Yahoo.com 

GVHS UK 
Contact gypsyvannerhorses@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.greatlakesvanners.org/
mailto:vanners@mail.dk
mailto:bellereidfarm@bellsouth.net
http://www.canadiangypsyvannerhorseclub.com/
mailto:GVBandit04@Yahoo.com

